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The Chinese market at a glance 
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Population of 1.435 billion1 

危机 

机会 挑战 or 



The Chinese market vs. the world2 
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If we go by 
population 
China is the 
world’s 
largest 
market… 



The Chinese market growth rate3 
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The UN “2017 
Revision of 
World 
Population 
Prospects” 
forecasts that 
in 2024 India 
will surpass 
China  in 
population… 



The Chinese market by income4 
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The Chinese market location5 

Carson Roper Independent Consultant 

Tier 1, 2 & 3 Cities 



2030 Chinese market vs the world6 
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Top 11 markets going to 2030 

China is the only country in 
all 3 categories 



Chinese GDP Growth7 
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Outlook for seafood to 20248 

Carson Roper Independent Consultant 



Chinese seafood market 
 - imports 
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US $ 11.606 Billion 
In 2018 

China import from India have grown from 
US $110.1 mil in 2014 to US $392.57 mil in 2018 
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Chinese shrimp market 
 - imports 
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US $ 1.356 Billion 
In 2018 

India exports have grown from US $34.2 mil 
in 2014 to US $206.7 mil in 2018 
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Ecuador shrimp exports 
 US $ thous 
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Ecuador shrimp ban9 
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Detection of 
disease in 
shipments  



 Acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease 
 Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague) 
 Infection with Hepatobacter penaei (necrotising hepatopancreatitis) 
 Infection with infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis 

virus 
 Infection with infectious myonecrosis virus 
 Infection with Macrobrachium rosenbergii nodavirus (white tail 

disease) 
 Infection with Taura syndrome virus 
 Infection with white spot syndrome virus 
 Infection with yellow head virus genotype 1 
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OIE Crustacean diseases10 



India shrimp exports US $ 
thous 
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2019 2017 2018 
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India’s exports to China increased from US $30.498  million 
in 2013 (3584 mt) to US $266.14 million in 2018 (46,028 mt) 



India shrimp exports 
Unit Value 
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2019 2017 2018 
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Ecuador Unit Value Q2 2019: World = 5.888 and China = 5.879 
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Opportunities 
live trade11 

US $ 462.345 million 
 in live lobster trade in 2018 
to China (Trademap) 
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Opportunities 
live trade12&13 

US $ 401.4 million in  
live lobster trade 
to China in 2018 
(Trademap) 

Single’s Day sales of 
90,000 lobsters11 
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Opportunities 
shrimp live trade? 

Local producers  
supply live  
wet markets in 
the South, East 
and North 
(CAPPMA) 



 2.14 million tons of domestic shrimp supply in 2018 
(CAPPMA) 

 192,836 mt of imported Penaeus shrimp in 2018 and 
431,935 mt imported in 2019 Q1, Q2 and Q3 alone 
(Trademap 030617) 
 

Growth or actual consumption? 

 Low prices good for growth 

 Crayfish is replacing shrimp in inland provinces (CAPPMA) 
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How much shrimp does China 
consume? 
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How much Penaeus spp. shrimp does 
China consume per person? 

Hard to calculate, but based on 2018 
figures for Penaeus spp. we can try…. 

1,500,000 mt - domestic production Penaeus spp.  + 650,000 mt 
imports – 160,000 mt exports (CAPPMA) 

192,836 mt – imports 030617. (Trademap) 

1.068 kg per capita in 2018 

1.36 kg per capita in 2019 

Based  on 2018 production and 2019 11 month import avg. 
HS 030617 

= 1.39 kg per capita (CAPPMA) 



https://www.alizila.com/video/take-tour-hema-supermarket-experience-new-retail/ Carson Roper Independent Consultant 

Online retail versus New retail14 
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Trade War Impact15 “And it's well known how badly the 
seafood industry could use such a 
break. The damage done by the 
recently added tariffs, as high as 
25% for some seafood items headed 
to the US or China, is evident in the 
latest update of US seafood trade 
data by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). 
The US imported 353,960 metric 
tons of Chinese seafood, worth 
$1.6bn, during the period, 23% less in 
volume and 30% less in value than in 
the first 10 months of 2018. 
Meanwhile, China has taken 
307,044t of seafood worth $796.5 
million from the US in the first 10 
months of 2019, 10% less in volume 
and 20% less in value from the same 
period in 2018.”15 



Who and where to visit? 

 Importers and Traders 

 Retailers: 

 E-Commerce 

 Governments 

 Logistics and cold storage 

 Processors 
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Trade Missions to China16 
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2019-nCoV Impact17&18 



 Short term  

 Medium term 

 Long term 
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2019-nCoV Impact19 
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China Fisheries and Seafood Expo20 

“JOIN US FOR THE 25TH 
ANNUAL CHINA FISHERIES & 

SEAFOOD EXPO 
OCTOBER 28 – 30, 2020 
CHINA IS THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST AND FASTEST 

GROWING SEAFOOD MARKET. 
MORE THAN 35,000 SEAFOOD 

PROFESSIONALS FROM 
AROUND THE GLOBE VISIT 
CFSE ANNUALLY TO FORGE 

RELATIONSHIPS AND EXPAND 
THEIR PRESENCE IN THIS 

DYNAMIC MARKET.” 



 Undercurrrent News 

 Seafood Source 

 IntraFish 

 Alibaba newsletter 

 China Aquatic Products Processing and Marketing 
Alliance (CAPPMA) – International Shrimp Industry 
Development Forum 

 China Chain Store and Franchise Association 
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Stay Informed 



 Unquestionably, China is an important market for seafood 
imports 

 There is potential for China to continue to grow seafood 
imports as the upper class, upper middle class and lower 
middle class continue to grow 

 Alibaba’s Single’s Day and New Year celebrations spike 
domestic seafood consumption  

 Recognize the paradigm shift from “online” to “New 
Retail” 

 Be wary of overreliance on China as a trading partner 
 Do your homework 
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Conclusions 



Happy New Year! 
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谢谢 

 

 

carsonroper@hotmail.com 
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